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new political, social, and economic system was a tremendous
undertaking. For a time the other civilised Powers felt the
same dread of " Bolshevism " that had been felt 120 years
earlier of " Jacobinism " (§ 245); but the Bolshevists, like
their prototypes, have had to abandon their hopes of converting
the whole world to their creed; and the feeling of hostility
towards them is now dying down. It is impossible as yet to
decide how far their vast experiments are likely to prove
successful.
For a time these doctrines undoubtedly had a good deal of
influence outside Russia. In Germany, Austria, and Hungary
there were armed conflicts before republics with the normal
type of parliamentary government could be established; and
in half the countries of Europe—Turkey, Yugo-Slavia, Poland,
Italy, Spain, Germany, and Austria—the normal working of
parliamentary institutions has since been suspended in favour
of dictatorships. Of these the most significant were those of
Italy and Turkey.
The whole economic life of Italy had been thrown out of
gear by the war. Unemployment and semi-starvation were
rife; prices were doubled; business was crippled by lack of
capital and high taxation; there were constant labour disputes,
often accompanied by violence. Armed factions were on the
point of civil war, and the constitutional Government seemed
helpless to avert it. At last, in October 1921, an anti- Com-
munist party known as Fascisti foregathered at Naples, and,
marching on Rome, seized power by main force. Their
leader, Signer Mussolini, became Premier, and organised a
vigorous government in which he himself had all real power,
the parliamentary monarchy being reduced to a mere shadow.
It would seem that the majority of the Italian people find com-
pensation for the loss of their " liberty " in the orderly and
efficient government which the new regime provides.
Equally striking has been the development in Turkey. By
the Treaty of Sevres (1920) the Allies deprived Turkey not
only of its outlying provinces, but of part of Asia Minor,

